body is the only natural reservoir for H. pylori and that, therefore, person-to-person transmission is the most likely method of transmission, s A number of factors, such as crowding index, 6 low socioeconomic status, 7 an infected family member., 8 and ethnicity, 9 have all been linked to a higher incidence of H. pylori infection.
Recently it has been suggested that this bacterium might play an important role as a cofactor in the development of gastric adenocarcinoma 1, 11 and lymphoma, lz,3 H. pylori infectiofi increases with advancing age. 4 We previously demonstrated that H. pylori infection is also present in symptomfree subjects, both in children s and adults. 16 Pregnancy has been associated with changes in both humoral and cell-mediated immunity. Al- though not yet completely understood, these changes include alterations in the various classes of antibodies during different gestational periods, which may lead to an increased susceptibility to certain infections. 7 Our study was designed to explore whether pregnant women are at an increased risk for acquiring H. pylori infection due to immunological changes that occur during pregnancy.
To minimize potential differences in risk factors between the investigated groups, all subjects were pooled from the same population and matched for age and socioeconomic background. Recently, we investigated the role of passive immunity and the evolution of H. pylori infection in children born to mothers with active H. pylori infection from parturition to twelve months of age.
METHODS
We were able to demonstrate that these infants do not appear to 
